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ith jubilant vigor
thatspills from the
stagetothestreets,

FIRECRACKERJAZZBAND

revitalizes the energy of the roots of Jazz. In

paying homage to the pioneers of early 20th
Century Jazz, including thatof Dixieland and New
Orleans, the Firecracker Jazz Band carries the
torch that was once lit by such greats as Jelly Roll
Morton, Louis Armstrong and Bix Beiderbecke.

JE WIDENHOUSE (trumpet and cornet) has been
traveling the world and playing professionally for
15 years. Previous projects include Squirrel Nut Zip-
pers, Sex Police, and Hobex. This ensemble is espe-
cially rewarding and challenging, and Je has endeav-
ored to accept Jazz as his personal savior.

EARL SACHALIS (trombone) is a former music instruc-
tor and New York City hired gun for the performing
ensembles such as Warren Covington and the Tommy
Dorsey Band. He has backed Barbara Streisand, Sam-
my Davis Jr, and many others. Earl has a Bachelor’s
and Master’'s of Music Degree from the Manhattan
School of Music.

ANDREW FLETCHER (piano) New to the music scene,
Andrew Fletcher “Valentino” is getting his profes-
sional start playing in the style of his musical heroes
- Jelly Roll Morton, Clarence Williams and James P.
Johnson. After years of classical piano, Andrew be-
gan learning jazz tunes and playing them whenever
he could, sitting in on countless late-night jam ses-
sions in the high-octane music world of Asheville,
North Carolina, cutting his teeth next to some of the
best roots musicians in the South.

HANK BONES (guitar) is a multi-instrumentalist that
has played guitar and bass for The Platters and Bill
Haley's Comets, as well as his own tropical flavored
vocal group The Haloes, winners of a Best Album 2000
award from Acoustic Guitar magazine. His voice and
music can be heard on film scores for academy award
nominated animator Bill Plympton as well as numer-
ous TV shows. Hawiian steel guitar and vintage jazz
are two of his specialties.

RUSS WILSON (drums) Russ Wilson has been work-
ing as a professional musician for 25 years playing
many different styles of music. He has shared the
stage with Lightnin’ Wells, Pinetop Perkins, Hubert
Sumlin, Jimmy Thackery, Candye Kane, Maria Muld-
aur, Charles Dungee, Melva Houston, Kim Wilson, Le-
von Helm, David Johansen and (yes, even!) Crystal
Gayle. Russ has worked on 30 albums (seven of them
his own solo projects), has appeared performing on
numerous tv shows and one Martin Scorsese film (The
Road To Memphis). However vintage jazz remains his
first love. Russ’ favorite drummers are Gene Krupa,
Chick Webb, Zutty Singleton and Baby Dodds.

RICK NEIMAN (tuba) comes from a musical family
and made his debut on his parents radio show at the
age of 7. Rick attended Temple University (Philadel-
phia), majoring in Music Education and Performance.
Although his training is mainly in the Classical vein,
Rick has performed with a number of touring com-
panies, The Guy Lombardo Band and The Henry Man-
cini Orchestra, as well as National companies, Ring-
ling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus and Long
Horn Rodeo bands, and has backed Bob Hope, George
Burns and Wayne Newton to name just a few.
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