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WITH JUBILANT VIGOR THAT SPILLS FROM  
THE STAGE TO THE STREETS, 

FIRECRACKER JAZZ BAND revitalizes the energy of the roots of 
Jazz.  In paying homage to the  pioneers of early  20th Century 

Jazz, including that of Dixieland and New Orleans, the 
Firecracker Jazz Band carries the torch that was once lit by such 
greats as Jelly Roll Morton, Louis Armstrong & Bix Beiderbeck. 

MEMBERS 
JE WIDENHOUSE (trumpet and cornet) has been traveling the world and playing 
professionally for 15 years.  Previous projects include Squirrel Nut Zippers, Sex Police, and 
Hobex.  This ensemble is especially rewarding and challenging, and Je has endeavored to 
accept Jazz as his personal savior. 
 
EARL SACHAIS (trombone) is a former music instructor and New York City hired gun for the 
performing ensembles such as Warren Covington and the Tommy Dorsey Band.  He has 
backed Barbara Streisand, Sammy Davis Jr, and many others.  Earl has a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s of Music Degree from the Manhattan School of Music. 
 
REESE GRAY (piano, banjo, ukulele and saw) is an amazing stride pianist in the style of Fats 
Waller.  He embodies the early American jazz scene, dressing the part and with raw 
enthusiasm for the music that keeps it fresh. Former projects include Squirrel Nut Zippers 
and Asylum Street Spankers. 
 
JON CORBIN (guitar) adds a steady swing to the rhythm section on guitar and tenor banjo. 
He patterns his playing style with the Firecrackers after Eddie Lang and Django Rienhardt, 
the pre-eminent guitarists of the early jazz era. Former projects include The Rib Tips and 
the Eliza Lynn Band.  
 
MICHAEL GRAY (drums) drives the rhythm with an energy and expressiveness rarely 
demonstrated in traditional jazz. A native of Baltimore, and the younger brother of pianist 
Reese Gray, Mike’s musical influences include Baby Dodds, Papa Joe Jones, and Buddy Rich.  
 
HENRY WESTMORELAND (tuba) incorporates a funk, zydeco, and boogie-woogie rock & roll 
influence to the heavy hitting rhythm section.  Henry is a graduate from Brevard College 
with a degree in Music Theory/Composition and a degree in Music Performance.  He also 
plays baritone saxophone with the popular band The Squirrel Nut Zippers. 
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1.  Kansas City Stomp JR Morton 1928 
2.  Snookum Bennett 1926 
3.  New Orleans Shuffle B Whitmore 1925 
4.  If Someone Would Only Love Me JR Morton 1930 
5.  Uptown Lowdown H Revell / M Gordon 1933  
6.  Frog-I-More Rag JR Morton / Ben & John Spikes 1923 
7.  Hotter Than That Lil Hardin 1927 
8.  Who Walks In Hoffman / Goodheart / Freed 1934 
9. No One Asks to Fall in Love Reese Gray 2008 
10. Red Hot Band D Fields / J McHugh & T Healy 1927 
11. I’d Do Anything For You A Hill / C Hopkins 1932 
12. Hall of Manticore K Thomas / H Westmoreland / M Gray 2008 
13. Snake Rag J Oliver / AJ Piron 1923 
14. Something to Do While We’re Waiting F Rogers 1982 

Tracks 

“History, music, passion and dance combine to drive the show. No smoke or mirrors, just 
some of Asheville’s finest musicians recreating  the sound of the  early 20th Century.” 

- Blue Mountain Living 

“...the magnificent 
musicianship of the 
jazz artists expressed 

by their lively 
performance.” 

- Kings Jazz Review, 
Scotland  

“They don’t simply get 
people dancing - they 
often inspire them to 
stride, stomp, and 
strut.”  
- Mountain Xpress 

Following their internationally acclaimed release, 
Explodes, the Firecracker Jazz Band follows up with 
Red Hot Band, an album that has the intrigue to 
astound unsuspecting ears, and the integrity to 
amaze the discerning ones.  The band’s adrenaline 

fueled perspectives on Traditional Jazz is oh so clear 
as they interpret obscurities from the late 1920’s and 

early 1930’s, as well as offer up new originals in this 14 song collection.  As a truly RED 
HOT BAND, the Firecracker Jazz Band channels the raw and unadulterated energy 
that created the music of a generation past and presents it to the listeners of today 
with enough excitement, energy, and audacity to carry the genre on for another 80 
years.   
 
Firecracker Jazz Band features Je Widenhouse (Squirrel Nut Zippers, Sex Police, 
Hobex) on trumpet, Reese Gray (Squirrel Nut Zippers, Asylum Street Spankers) on 
piano, Mike Gray on drums, Henry Westmoreland on Tuba, Earl Sachais (Tommy 
Dorsey Band, Sammy Davis Jr, and many others) on Trombone, and Jon Corbin on 
guitar. 
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